A Safety Note from Your Cooperative — March 2022
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It’s hard to believe we have had 10 blizzards this year when the average is 2-3 per year. And, need |
remind you we are just starting March . . . and, of course, we can’t forget about April snow storms,
May, etc. | often say its our own fault for living here and so we really can’t complain! Bottom line — we
love our changing seasons!

So, what does our wintry weather have to do with safety? If | said, water and electricity don’t mix,
would that give you a hint? You see, with the amount of snowfall we have had this year and the cold
temperatures, it is being forecasted that we need to be ready for flooding this Spring. Now, several
factors go into whether we will have the Spring floods, but nonetheless, the alarm bells are ringing.

With flooding, it brings new concerns for your safety, especially with the electricity that powers our
homes and businesses and the electrical devices we operate. The Electrical Safety Foundation
International has provided an “easy read” sheet to remind you of key safety actions to take if we are
faced with flooding conditions this spring. Check it out on the attached page and let’s hope the
weather folks are wrong (again)!

Be safe this Spring!
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Prepared by Minnesota Rural Electric Association; Author, Lidia Dilley Jacobson




mix. Because electrical hazards may linger after flood waters

FL%.Q D“NSEEQJF ETY: Flooding can occur anywhere, but water and electricity don’t

recede, it's important to take precautions before, during, and
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‘ On average, more occur due to flooding have experienced
each year than from any other severe weather Aoedls o fFI)osh floods

related hazard.

A car can easily be carried away by ‘ Nearly half of all flood '5’25’%‘ '5'2
just f floodwater. fatalities occur in vehicles.
a just TWO FEET of floodwater %%%

Those living of mapped “high-risk” From 2003 to 2012, total flood

flood areas file nearly 25% of all flood insurance claims averaged nearly

insurance claims and receive 1/3rd of $
Federal Disaster Assistance aid. per year. $

+ An area’s risk of flood can change over time due to new construction,
changes in levee classification, or other environmental factors.

Follow any directives to turn off utilities. If :’ HED“GE THE RISK

you're advised to switch off the main power .
source to your home, flip each breaker and Fuel your automobile before any
THEN turn off the main breaker. You may forecasted storms. If electric power
also need to shut off the main valve for your is lost, gas stations may be unable
home's gas and water. - to pump gas.

Be aware that submerged outlets or electrical Do not go near any
cords may energize standing water. Do not downed power lines
enter a flooded area until it has been especially if there is

determined safe to do so by a professional. stondlng water nearby.
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do not turn on or plug in appliances
unless an electrician tells you it is safe.

If your home experienced flooding, Have an electrician inspect electrical
keep the power off until an ‘ appliances that have been wet, and

electrician has inspected your
system for safety.

A trained professional may be able to & = Do not touch a circuit breaker or
recondition some devices while others replace a fuse with wet hands or
will require replacement. while standing on a wet surface.

ESFI recommends portable generators be installed by qualified
REMINDEB electricians. When not used properly you could be at risk for

shocks, fires or dangerous levels of carbon monoxide.

ESFi | For more severe weather and portable generator safety tips visit www.esfi.org.
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